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With the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful

The ICOE/ICOR Hifz School is the only dedicated pro-
gram in the Eastside that aims to help students in the 

Muslim community to memorize the Qur’an in its entirety. 
Started in the summer of 2006, the school has grown to 6 
full-time students, and another two part-time students.

The classes are guided by Sheikh Mufti Abdul Mujeeb Qasmi 
Nadwi (see his article on page 2 of this issue), an eminent 
scholar and Imam of Masjid Omar Al-Farooq, and Sheikh 
Imam Fazal Hassan, the resident ‘Alim and Imam of ICOE. 
Alhamdulillah, we are fortunate to have the presence of both 
Sheikhs in our community to lead the Hifz classes.

The format is the traditional one, with students individually 
memorizing their respective parts of the Qur’an, with guid-
ance and tips from the Sheikhs. The program is designed 
especially for home-schooled students, but all are welcome. 
Of course, home schooled students have an advantage with 
relatively flexible schedules for their secular schooling. The 
classes are held every day in morning, currently from 10:00 
a.m. till 1:00 p.m.; basically till the Zuhr prayers. Enrollment 
is open, and students can join at any time. The only pre-req-
uisite for joining is the ability to read Arabic, as the school 
focuses solely on Qur’an memorization.

Honor Roll, with the blessings of Allah (SWT): 
§ Masood Hassan  - 9 parts.
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§ Taha Lahrichi - 8 parts. 

§ Zain Yousaf - 8 parts. 

§ Abdullah Ateeque - 7 parts. 

§ Youssuf Tolba - 6 ¼ parts.

§ Shan Yousaf - 4 ¾ parts. 

§ Tariq Yusuf - 1 ½ parts (part-time).

§ Sherriff Yusuf - 1 ¼ parts (part-time). 

No doubt, all these students make their parents proud, and 
may Allah (SWT) give them the ability to become huffaz 
soon and graduate the school with flying colors, InshaAllah.

Memorization of the Qur’an is perhaps the oldest tradition in 
Islam, with a large number of huffaz among the companions 
of the Prophet (SAW). Hadhrat Uthman (RA) narrates that 
the Prophet (SAW) said: “The best amongst you is he who 
learns the Qur’an and teaches it.” The greatest reward, thus, 
would be for him who learns the Holy Qur’an and thereafter 
teaches it to others. Another hadith mentions that whoever 
acquires the knowledge of Holy Qur’an stores the knowledge 
of Prophethood in his forehead. Sahl Tastari (RA) says that 
the proof of love for Allah is the existence of love for the 
Word of Allah in one’s heart.

The Qur’an is the basis of the religion of Islam, and the very 
existence of this faith depends on the preservation and prop-
agation of the Qur’an. The virtue of learning and teaching the 
Qur’an should be self-evident. 

In ‘Sharhul Ihya, the list of people who will be given shelter 
in the shade of the Arsh (Throne of Allah) on the fearful Day 
of Judgment includes those persons who teach the Qur’an to 
the children of Muslims and also those who learn the Holy 
Qur’an in their childhood and are devoted to its recitation 
when grown up.

ICOE/ICOR Hifz School
In The Spotlight:

Alhamdulillah, we are at our third issue already. We have in-
troduced a couple of new sections from this issue:
 •  In The Spotlight: we will focus on one important aspect, 
event or project in our community in every issue. In this fir-
sit column, we will begin with ICOE/ICOR Hifz School, per-
haps the most important program in the Eastside.
•  Biz Talk: in every issue, we will interview diverse, and im-
portant, members of the Muslim community in the Eastside 
and Greater Seattle area, on topics related to Business and 
Careers. But don’t expect them to be boring!
If you have suggestions or if you’d like to write for us, please 
e-mail us at newsletter@eastsidemosque.com
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Perform Nobel Deeds
By Sheikh Abdul Mujeeb Qasmi Nadvi
Translated from Urdu by Muhammad Owais Jafri

Allah (SWT) exhorts humanity in Aayah 1 of Surah Al-
Jumu’ah saying: “Everything in the heavens and the 

earth glorifies Allah, the Controller, the Most Exalted Holy, 
the Almighty, [and] the Wise.”

We find the universe and every object in it in complete uni-
son with each other in Allah’s divine scheme. There is a mo-
mentum of action in the moving stream of time; an endless 
chain of action permeates the cosmos. The Creator Himself is 
busy and “Every day He (Allah Almighty) is engaged in some 
new work” (Aayah 29, Surah Al-Rahman). Galaxies known 
and unknown with billions of stars, planets, moons and suns 
are in action and float in their destined orbits. The churning 
oceans and the revolving earth is each on its own course of 
action. Action is the very pulse of the universe and it the very 
heart beat of life. Action can be noble if it is in complete har-
mony with the dictates of Allah (SWT) and His Messenger, 
and ignoble otherwise.  Allah (SWT) says: “[We} have shown 
him [man] two clear ways [of good and evil]” (Aayah 10, 
Surah Al-Balad). It is up to us to make the choice.

Aayah 105 of Surah Tawba reads: “Say [Rasul Allah], Take ac-
tion! Allah will see your actions – as will His Messenger and 
the believers – and then you will be returned to Him who 
knows what is seen and unseen, and He will tell you what 
you have been doing.” Allah (SWT) exhorts his slaves to act, 
to exert physical and mental powers to achieve results. Ac-
tion is result oriented; it is a continuous struggle to achieve 
goals. These goals, which can be multi-dimensional, may be 
about material well being, physical, mental, educational and 
professional excellence, upbringing of children, providing 
livelihood to family, contributing to the neighbors, the com-
munity and the Ummah. The action that is rewarded in both 
worlds is one that focuses on the growth and well being of 
the soul. Poet philosopher Iqbal says about action: “Action 
makes our life. We can make it heaven, or we make it a hell; 
In the clay that we are made of, neither light (of virtue), nor 
darkness (of evil) dwell.”

Our beloved Prophet (SAW) used to explain complex issues 
through simple examples. Once he told his companions that 
a person had three brothers. All of them were very close and 
loved each other. On his death bed, the person said to his 
elder brother: “My brother, you are elder to me and I have al-
ways respected you and served you well. At this critical mo-
ment of death, I request you to please help and relieve me of 
these pangs of death.” The brother refused point blank, say-
ing: “You are in self-deception; I can not be of any help to you 
at this time.” Feeling sad and dejected, he called his middle 

brother and repeated the same request to him. This brother 
replied: “You are mistaken; I am in no position to assist. I 
can, however, arrange for your burial after you die. That is 
the maximum I can do.” Disappointed and dismayed, the dy-
ing person lastly called his younger brother and pleaded for 
help. The younger brother’s reply was a relief to the dying 
person. He said: “Do not worry the least my brother. I am 
here to help you out.”

Prophet (SAW) then asked: “Do you realize who these three 
brothers were?” The companions submitted: “Ya Rasul Al-
lah, Allah and His Messenger know the best.” He clarified: 
“The elder brother is the material wealth to which a person 
attaches importance and devotes much attention. Material 
wealth is the first to say good buy to the dying man. The mid-
dle brother represents relatives who at the most can do the 
burial. The younger brother is the personification of noble 
deeds, which one does during his life and are the only assets 
which a person takes along with him to the next world.” The 
Prophet (SAW) thus emphasized that virtuous deeds are the 
true companions of a person before death, in death and after 
death. According to a Sunnah, the angels, even at the time of 
death, ask the dying person to do noble deeds. And the only 
noble deeds a person can do at that time are to recite the 
Kalimah, remember Allah (SWT), and seek His forgiveness. 
Noble deeds are also the best companions in the grave.

Only good deeds come to the rescue of man. When a person 
conscious of Allah faces hardships, He resolves his problems 
and makes things easy for him: “Allah will find a way out for 
those who are mindful of Him, and will provide for them 
from an unexpected source…” (Aayah 2, Surah At-Talaaq).

The ultimate truth is that material wealth should be used 
only to serve man. The heart should be the exclusive abode 
of Allah’s love and remembrance; the only care one should 
have is to seek knowledge about Allah (SWT).

Copyright 2007, Muhammad Owais Jafri.
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Brother Salim Dada is President of Concord Ventures, a 
Mergers & Acquisitions ýrm based in Bellevue. He has been 
in the industry since 1985, and maintains pro-active goals 
for the transactions that he manages, such that his clients 
receive maximum cash at closing while the process is least 
burdensome for them. Salim talks with us for the inaugural 
Biz Talk column.

EM: American Muslims are generally engineers, doc-
tors, or into real estate or retail. Do you see rise in Mus-
lim entrepreneurship in non-traditional ýelds, especially 
in the Seattle area?

SD: I think most of the Muslims in the U.S are engineers, 
then there are some medical doctors, few in retail and a hand 
full of them have pursued real estate business as a career (as 
opposed to a side gig).   

Unfortunately, I do not see much rise in entrepreneurship 
among Muslims.  I believe businesses in the U.S are much 
more complicated than many well known Muslim countries, 
and thus intimidating. Coupled with this fact, people from 
Muslim countries view businesses as a means to accumulate 
wealth rather than providing service to general populace and 
being self employed at the same time.   

EM: Islamic bonds, interest-free mortgages, and other 
forms of Islamic ýnance are gaining prominence around 
the world. Do you feel that Islamic ýnance will gain wid-
er acceptance in the Western world?

SD: I would rather not comment on this topic.

EM: A lot of people argue that wealth and piety are mu-
tually exclusive in Islam. What is your take?

SD: In my humble opinion, wealth is a relative term.  A per-
son (Muslim) holding a minuscule job in the United States 
lives in well heated apartment which has a dishwasher, 
washer, dryer, wall to wall carpet,  and he also owns a vehi-
cle, gets to drive on well paved road, eats nutritious food and 
etc. Does it mean he has less chances of attaining piety than 
one who is deprived of such luxuries?  Similarly, one could 
simply see that a certain Muslim possesses more wealth than 
his brother, but at the same time, due to circumstances sur-
rounding him, he needs more than his brother.    

In ones mind, wealth should never be an end in itself, 
but rather a means to some thing that would please Allah 
(S.W.T).  

News from Capitol Hill
By Adil Ahmad

Perhaps, we should begin with news from outside of poli-
tics. The biggest story making the rounds in recent days 

is the purchase of the British carmaker Aston Martin with 
Islamic bonds, called “sukuk” in Arabic. Aston Martin is fa-
mous for its super-fast cars that start at $100,000, with some 
models selling for over half a million dollars. Aston Martin 
cars are prominently featured in James Bond movies.

Investment Dar and Adeem Investment, both Kuwaiti firms, 
are part of a consortium that bought Aston Martin from the 
Ford Motor Co, for $1.2 billion. Out of this, more than $550 
million have been financed in strict compliance with the 
Shari’ah, using the sale of Islamic bonds. This comes on the 
heel of decisions by Indonesia, Malaysia and Saudi Arabia to 
borrow money with the sale of Islamic bonds. Saudi Electric-
ity Co may raise $4 billion with sukuk, and the government 
of Indonesia may also do so.

Immigration reform received an impetus recently when Re-
publican Congressman Jeff Flake and Democrat Luis Gutier-
rez introduced the STRIVE Act – “Security Through Regu-
larized Immigration and a Vibrant Economy” – in the U.S. 
Congress. If passed, STRIVE would give visas of thousands 
of hardworking, illegal immigrants, with Muslims among 
them.

The Department of Homeland Security recently introduced 
the Traveler’s Redress Inquiry Program (DHS TRIP) to ad-
dress situations in which passengers may have been incor-
rectly delayed, denied boarding, identified for additional 
screening, or otherwise experienced difficulties during their 
travel screening at transportation hubs, such as airports and 
train stations, or crossing U.S. borders. For more informa-
tion, go to: http://www.dhs.gov/trip

Biz Talk:  Interview with 
Salim Dada
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Volunteer for the EM!
Would you like to write for the Eastside Muslim? 

Would you like to volunteer for the Eastside Muslim?

Please e-mail us at: newsletter@eastsidemosque.com

Contact the Islamic Center of Eastside:
By mail: ICOE, 14700 Main St

Bellevue, WA 98007
By phone: (425) 746-0398

On the web: http://www.eastsidemosque.com/

Contact the Islamic Center of Redmond:
By mail: ICOR, 9445 Avondale Road, #106

Redmond, WA 98052
By phone: (425) 895 9147

On the web: http://www.redmondmosque.org/

Contact the Eastside Muslim Editor:
By e-mail: editor@eastsidemosque.com

Questions/Comments?

Announcements
Got an annoucement to make? 

Weddings, births, celebrations, shop openings, 
seminars, or anything else?

E-mail it to us at: newsletter@eastsidemosque.com
© 2007, All Rights Reserved, ICOE and ICOR. Both ICOE and ICOR are Washington State 
registered, U.S. 501(c)(3) tax-deductible non-profit charities. All opinions expressed in this 
newsletter belong to their respective authors. ICOR and ICOE do not verify any annoucements 
made, and are not responsible for the accuracy of any information presented herein.

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER
The Eastside Muslim is a joint publication of the Islamic  Center  of 
Eastside, Bellevue, and the Islamic Center of  Redmond, Redmond. 
The purpose of this newsletter is to provide information about 
events and activities at the centers, and for the discussion of issues 
important to the Muslim community in the Eastside.

• Daily Jama’ah Prayers; five times a day; please visit 
http://www.eastsidemosque.com/ for daily schedule.

• Weekly Juma’ah prayers; 1:20 p.m.; every Friday at ICOE; 
and Bellevue Senior Center, 4063 148th Ave NE, Bellevue.

• Qur’an Tafsir Session; After Isha; Fridays

• Monthly Health Seminar, by Dr. Zubair, TBA.

• 5th Annual Madania Series: Finding Your Way to Allah, by 
Sheikh Ibrahim Madani; Fri Apr 13th and Sat Apr 14th.

• Masjid Open House; 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.; Sat, Apr 21st.

TAJWEED ACADEMY

• Tajweed classes; level 1; After Isha; Tuesdays.

• Tajweed classes; level 2; After Isha; Sundays.

• Tajweed classes; levels 1, 3, 4, 5, 6; After Isha; Wed.

SELECTED WOMEN’S PROGRAMS

• Qur’an memorization; 10:30 a.m. - Noon; Sundays.

• Ladies’ Halaqa; 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.; Tuesdays.

• Learn Arabic via Urdu; by Mufti Abdul Mujeeb; 1:00 p.m. 
- 2:30 p.m., Wed; 10:30 a.m. - Noon, Sat. 

SELECTED CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

• Qur’an Tahfeez School; by Sheikh Fazal; 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 

p.m.; Mon., Tues., Wed., and Thurs.

• Childrens’ class in Bosnian; by Sheikh Abdullah; 3:30 p.m.; 
Sundays.

• Learning Arabic for ages 5 to 10; by Sheikh Fazal; 4:30 p.m. 
- 6:00 p.m.; Tuesdays.

• After school classes; for boys: 5 p.m. - 7 p.m., Mon., Wed.; 
for girls: 5 p.m. - 7 p.m., Tues., Thurs.

•  Various other programs for children and women; 
please visit: http://www.eastsidemosque.com/

At Bellevue:  ICOE, 14700 Main St, Bellevue
Schedule of Events

• Daily Jama’ah Prayers; five times a day; please visit 
http://www.redmondmosque.org/ for daily schedule.

• Weekly Juma’ah prayers; 1:20 p.m.; Fridays; Old  Redmond 
Schoolhouse, 16600 NE 80th Street.

• Short Dars; After Isha; Sunday to Wednesday.

• Kids Qur’an and Arabic Class; 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.; Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

• Sisters Halaqah; Time TBD; Tuesdays.

• Qur’an Memorization for Men; After Isha; Tuesdays.

• Qur’an Recitation for Adults; After Isha; Wednesdays.

• Friday Potluck Dinner and Halaqah; 7:00 p.m.; Fridays; Old 
Redmond Schoolhouse, 16600 NE 80th Street; Rm 107-108.

* All programs by Imam Sheikh Amin Abu Anas, and at the 
ICOR location unless otherwise stated.

At Redmond: 
ICOR, 9445 Avondale Road, #106, Redmond


